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Fifth Sunday in Lent Yr C                                                    13 March 2016 
 
Sentence   Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for                   
sowing, shall come home with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves.   

            Psalm 126.6 
Collect 
Extravagant God, lavishing your love on our poverty of heart: 
inspire us to give without stint, 
to lose life that we might find it again, 
so the world will be filled 
with the fragrance of your love; 
through Jesus Christ, who offers himself for us. Amen. 
 
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah 
In Isaiah, the impending return from exile in Babylon is depicted as a new                    
Exodus. The “former things” and the “things of old” refer to the first Exodus.                     
This is now replaced by a “new thing,” the return from exile. In this new event the 
events of the first Exodus are repeated: “I will make a way in the                            
wilderness and rivers in the desert.” In Christian biblical theology, the                        
proclamation of God's act of salvation in Christ picks up the same imagery. The 
“new things” are now the death and resurrection of the Messiah, and the “drink” 
that God provides for his people consists of the sacraments of the new covenant.   
Thus says the Lord, 
   who makes a way in the sea, 
   a path in the mighty waters,  
who brings out chariot and horse, 
   army and warrior; 
they lie down, they cannot rise, 
   they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:  
Do not remember the former things, 
   or consider the things of old.  
I am about to do a new thing; 
   now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
I will make a way in the wilderness 
   and rivers in the desert.  
The wild animals will honour me, 
   the jackals and the ostriches; 



 

 

 
for I give water in the wilderness, 
   rivers in the desert, 
to give drink to my chosen people,  
   the people whom I formed for myself 
so that they might declare my praise.  Isaiah 43.16-21 
 
Reader For the word of the Lord   
All  Thanks be to God 
 

Psalm 126 at 8am APBA, page 362     
The psalm celebrates the return from exile which is likened to a dream 
come to life and to finding water in the midst of drought.  
 
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians 
Only by becoming like Christ in his death, only by sharing his suffering and by 
living under the “not yet” of not yet fully but being transformed can Paul –              
and all Christians - know the power of Christ's resurrection in this life, and        
eventually attain the resurrection when Christ returns as he has promised, 
though the way that happens/will happen is not made explicit. 
It is we who are the circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of  
God and boast in Christ Jesus and have no confidence in the flesh— 
even though I, too, have reason for confidence in the flesh. 
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more:                        

circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the 
tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee;  

as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the 
law, blameless.   Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard 
as loss because of Christ.  More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.                    
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as 
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ  and be found in him, not hav-
ing a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that 
comes through faith in Christ,  the righteousness from God based on 
faith.  I want to know Christ  and the power of his resurrection and the 
sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death,  if somehow 
I may attain the resurrection from the dead. Philippians 3.3-14   
 
Reader May your word live in us,        
ALL  And bear much fruit to your glory. 
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Gospel Acclamation 
Reader Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus.  
ALL God fulfilled what he had told through prophets: that God’s 

messiah would suffer. 
ALL Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus.  
Reader The Lord be with you. 
ALL  And also with you. 
Reader A reading from the holy gospel according to John. 
ALL  Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
This bitter sweet action by Mary of Bethany foreshadows the death of Jesus which 
is now imminent in John’s narrative. Jesus has returned to the vicinity of                            
Jerusalem in full knowledge of the plot against his life. The saying about the poor 
means that Jesus knows anyone with such generous love towards him will never 
neglect the poor.  

 
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of                       
Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. There they gave a dinner for 
him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. 
Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed                       
Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the 
fragrance of the perfume.  But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one 
who was about to betray him), said,  ‘Why was this perfume not sold for 
three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?’  (He said this 
not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept 
the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.)  Jesus said, 
‘Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my 
burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have 
me.                         John 12.1-8 
 

Reader For the Gospel of the Lord   
ALL  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
 
 
Bible Readings next week           
Passion/Palm Sunday (Sixth Sunday in Lent) 
Isaiah 50.4-9a        Ps. 31.9-18      Philippians 2.5-11     Luke 22.14-23.56  
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Prayer for the Week 
We thank you, heavenly Father, that you have delivered us from the 
power of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: we 
pray that as by his death he has recalled us to life, so by his presence 
abiding in us he may raise us to joys eternal; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Pray for the Faithful Departed 
We remember before God:   Willard May, Gladys Harris, Nellie King, 
Wilma Cuming, Effie MacMeikan, Patricia Wuchatsch,                             
whose anniversaries occur this week. 
 
Commemorations of the week   
March 17. Patrick (c. 390-461). Missionary to Ireland. Born in                  
England, as a youth taken into slavery for six years by Irish pirates,            
returned to England, entered the ministry, returned to Ireland as its 
second Bishop (after Palladius). Patron Saint of Ireland.                                      
March 18. Cyril of Jerusalem (c.315-386). Bishop of Jerusalem and 
teacher.                                                                                                                         
March 19. Joseph, husband of the Virgin Mary. All that is known 
of him is contained in Matthew Ch 1 & 2 and 13.35 and in Luke Ch 1 
& 2 and 3.23 and 4.22. He appears to have died before the public 
ministry  



 

 

Holy Eucharist  8am, 10am &  

  5pm with distribution of palm crosses 
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday                                                                

  Eucharist  7:30pm 
Concelebrated Eucharist  

  8:00pm with foot washing and the Watch 
Solemn Liturgy 10am 

 with new fire and Easter Vigil  
and First Eucharist of Easter 8.30pm 

Sung Eucharist 8am & 10:10am  

Meditation & Eucharist  5:00pm 

Music and You! 
Are you interested in an informal and friendly get together involving            

music - singing and/or playing? The idea of making this work is currently 
being explored and thought about with a view to getting something going 
after Easter. So if you are interested in participating in something - in any 

shape or form - now is the time to have a chat to ea!  She’d like to know 
who is interested, what is interesting, how often to meet, etc . . .             

anything relevant to shaping what we should/could be thinking about.  


